
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
During the week of May 4 to May 9, 2025, we will celebrate the significant contribution that Catholic 
Education has made to the community, the province and to Canada. Our Catholic Graduate Expectations 
challenge students to articulate in society those fundamental values that underpin Catholic education. 
 
The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Week is: 
 

Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope 
L’éducation catholique: Pèlerins de l’espérance 

 
The theme for Catholic Education Week 2025 was inspired by the following considerations: 
 

In February of 2022, Pope Francis announced that the theme for the upcoming 2025 holy year would be 
“Pilgrims of Hope.” “We must fan the flame of hope that has been given to us and help everyone to gain 
new strength and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted 
vision. (from Vatican News, a short video on the history of the Jubilee/Holy Year: https://x.com/
VaticanNews/status/1783768498885275868) 

 
The Holy Father asks us to focus prayerfully on the bonds that unite our whole human family, to reflect on 

the rampant poverty in our world, and to think about the plight of the many refugees forced to leave their 
homes. He also summons us, as stewards of Creation, “to contemplate the beauty of creation and care 
for our common home.” 

 
A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey of movement toward a goal, often lived together with others – and that 

certainly describes Catholic education. Hope – one of the three theological virtues – is grounded in our 
Easter faith in Jesus’ resurrection and renewal; this is what enables us to be builders, dreamers and 
leaders in Jesus’ name. Pope Francis invites us to keep moving ahead in faith, in joy, and in hope, as part 
of a pilgrim people. Even in challenging times, our eyes are focussed on the future. 

 
There are five sub-themes, one for each day of Catholic Education Week and they are aimed at helping staff and 
students to reflect more fully on what being Pilgrims of Hope means to them. The five sub-themes are: 

 
Day 1: By honouring human dignity / Honorent la dignité humaine 
Day 2: By caring for creation / Prennent soin de la création 
Day 3: By responding to the poverties in our world / Luttent contre les pauvretés 
Day 4: By serving in solidarity / Servent en solidarité 
Day 5: By living as peacemakers / Vivent en artisans de paix 

 
Catholic Education Week is marked by special activities at all grade levels, including prayer celebrations and 
service activities. I invite you to visit our school during this special week and to participate in any of our 
activities as we celebrate Catholic Education Week 2025. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Mr. C. Kerho  
Acting Principal     
 
 

 



 

 

EQAO - GRADE 3 AND GRADE 6 
The EQAO assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 students in Ontario’s publicly funded 
school system by the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), an independent agency of the 
Government of  Ontario.   
At St. John Bosco, our Grade 3 students will be completing the assessment from May 27—May 29 and 
our Grade 6 students will be completing the assessment from June 2-4.  Parents with children in Grade 
3 and Grade 6 are asked to please ensure that your child is in attendance during these times. 
This assessment includes a language and mathematics component, along with a student questionnaire and an 
introductory session that includes a sample test for students. The purpose of the introductory session is to    
familiarize students with the e-assessment platform and the types of assessment questions. During the          
assessment, students will complete four language sessions that range from 15 to 35 minutes each, and four 
mathematics stages that each take about 30 minutes to complete. The administration of the stages and sessions 
will be spread out in the assessment window. 
EQAO assessment questions are directly based on the expectations set out in the Ontario Curriculum, which is 
what teachers teach in the classroom every day. Therefore, your child does not need to prepare in any special 
way. Students will complete the assessment in their regular classrooms with their current teachers, and are 
simply encouraged to do their best and show what they know. 
In the fall, EQAO will share individual reports with us for all our students. Once we receive these reports, we 
will provide you with your child’s achievement on the assessment. Your child’s results are private and will 
give you an indication of his or her achievement in relation to Ontario’s provincial standard. The standard, or 
Level 3, represents the range from B– to B+. Meeting the standard means your child has a solid grasp of the 
required knowledge and skills, which is a good indication that he or she will be ready for Grade 4. The results 
of the assessment do not affect your child’s grades or report card in any way. They do, however, give you   
information about your child’s progress.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Kerho or your child’s teacher. 
 
CATCH THE SPIRIT AWARD  
The Niagara Catholic “Catch the Spirit Student Award of Excellence” will be held on Tuesday May 6, 2025 at 
the Central Niagara Community Centre in Niagara-on-the-Lake. This year the award is being presented to 
Grade 8 student Alexander Hornak. Alexander has demonstrated outstanding qualities in the following areas: 
involvement in school and Parish affairs, involvement in local community activities, combined with strong 
leadership qualities and a high degree of academic excellence. Congratulations Alexander!  
 
 



 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  
We encourage all families to register as soon as possible. This helps to ensure proper staffing is in place for 
the new school year. Please share this information with any friends, family and/or neighbours who have a 
child that is ready to start school in September 2025 (Born in 2021). We are very excited to have more        
students join our St. John Bosco Family and the extended Family of Niagara Catholic. We will be having a 
Kindergarten Orientation Night on May 27th , 2025 from 5:30-6:30 pm. During this time, families will visit 
the Kindergarten classrooms and get a feel for what a day looks like in Kindergarten! At 6:00pm the new    
students will be able to ride the bus with their families to experience what September will be like. We hope to 
see all newly registered students there!  
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
All of our St. John Bosco community members are invited to join us at mass on Sunday, May 4th at 10:00 am 
as our Grade 2 students from Mrs. Farnan and Mrs. Gaspari’s classes will be receiving the sacrament of First 
Holy Communion.  We thank Fr. Peter Walton, Mrs. Farnan and Mrs. Gaspari for their work in preparing our 
Grade 2 students for this holy sacrament.  
 
BADMINTON TEAM 
Congratulations to our Badminton team who 
competed in the Lakeshore Catholic Family of 
Schools tournament on Wednesday April 30th.  
All team members showed competitiveness,   
co-operation and good sportsmanship while at 
the tournament.  Thanks to our coach           
Mr. Mastroianni for his time and dedication to 
the team. 
 
 
 
 
JUNIOR HANDBALL  
A big thank you to Mr. Morello for  his efforts 
in coaching our Boys and Girls Jr Handball 
team.  Both teams put in a fantastic effort with 
the girls losing in a closely contested final 
game by one goal and the boys narrowly    
missing the finals.  You made all of us proud 
with your effort!    
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


